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position of the Kulin Brahmans, who may marry as
many wives as they wish, there is something peculiar.
To make the origin of this system clear it will be neces-
sary to repeat a little of the history of the Brahmans in-
Bengal.

In the reign of King Adishura, the number of Brah-
mans in his kingdom of Gour was considerably reduced,
and those who remained were for the most part unable
to read the Vedas in the original Sanskrit; whilst of the
Sagnic Brahmans, Le> those versed In the ritual of certain
sacrifices, not one was to be found. A drought of
unusual duration threatening his country, the king,
wishing to make a sacrifice at which only Sagnic priests
could officiate, sent to the king of Kanouj, the capital
of Hindustan proper, for a number of these learned men.
Five priests, tempted by the liberal offers made by the
king of Gour, consented to migrate to his kingdom.

These men were Brahmans of the highest order, who
could trace their origin to the divine sages, the sons of
Brahma himself. Immediately on their arrival at Gour
they commenced their sacrificial work. Neighbouring
princes who were present at this important celebration
returned to their homes delighted, and amazed at the
superior piety and knowledge of these newly-arrived
priests who had come from what they regarded as their
ancestral home.

When the work for which they came was completed
they settled down in their new home to enjoy the
honours and emoluments the king showered upon them.
But despising the native Brahmans on account of their
ignorance and mode of life, they would not associate
with them in their feasts, nor intermarry into their
families, but formed an entirely separate sect. After a
time, however, their descendants were not so scrupulous ;